THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CHRISTMAS EVE

SON OF MAN AND SON OF GOD

AS WE GATHER

Who is the Son of God? That first Christmas, the baby lying in the manger appeared to be the
son of Mary and Joseph. Yet, this infant boy is so much more than meets the eye. He is the Son of
God! How do we know? Just listen to God’s Word in the proclamation of the angels: “For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Or hear the
words of John 1: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). This Christmas,
through faith, you also are more than what meets the eye. You are a child of God! How do you
know? God’s Word connected to water declares it because you are baptized in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Celebrate this Christmas that “when the fullness of
time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).

+ PREPARATION +
HYMN “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” (LSB 393)
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

© 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for
use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved. 1



Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Text and tune: Polish
Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION

p
C

OPENING SENTENCES

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 146:3-5

P Put not your trust in princes,
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
P When his breath departs
C he returns to the earth;
P on that very day
C his plans perish.
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
C whose hope is in the LORD his God.
SERVICE OF LIGHT
P The Sprit and the Church cry out:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P All those who await His appearance pray:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P The whole creation pleads:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Celebrating the arrival of the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
HYMN “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (LSB 384:1)

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten

st. 1

1 Of the ©Fa - ther’'s love be-got - ten FEre the worlds be -
0 | . .
[ 1D | | | I . g | { { “} : }
I |  I—| I |
Y] — \ — ——
gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
[ Q b T p— [r—
A h | Jr— | | — [T J— 1 | [ |
| l\ﬂ\" o | | | | | | | 1 |
o . ‘ L
He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
A S . — | |
RG] e s L — o
Y] T - L4 & L4 * o -
have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see

© 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for
use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved.

2



n | —
— 1 | 1 1 | il i |
L | — | | - I I | I | | | I I i |
LT D | | d - :I | | il | ] | | | i |
;j \-..________/ S——— ~—
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P “We also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the
world” (Galatians 4:3). Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

P “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). Because of the Savior who is the Word made flesh and who
dwelt among us, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
+ WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 2:1-2, 4-6, antiphon: Liturgical Text

When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.
Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*
against the LORD and against His a- | nointed.
He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*
the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
Then He will speak to them | in His wrath,*
and terrify them in His fury, | saying,
“As for Me, I have | set My King*
on Zion, My | holy hill.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne.

HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” (LSB 368)

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.
Text and tune: French
Text and tune: Public domain

SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

Father in heaven, You sent forth Your Son to be born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem us who were under the law. Grant that through faith we might rejoice in our
baptismal adoption as Your children and our connection to Christ; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10-14

-

19Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” '?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and | will not put the Lord to
the test.” *And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
men, that you weary my God also? *Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1John 4:7-16

o

’Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is
love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. *°n this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 'Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
“And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God. 1%So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (LSB 384:2)
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Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. **And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2°But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2!She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 2°but knew her not until she had given birth to a son.
And he called his name Jesus.
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P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (LSB 359)
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Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851—1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent., (st. 3): Friedrich
L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845—1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876—1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Kéln

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P We come before our Lord in prayer in the name of the Holy Child of Bethlehem, the Son
of Man and the Son of God.

Heavenly Father, we rejoice at the coming of Your Son for our salvation. Grant that we
might share the Good News of Christ this Christmastime that many others find joy at the
coming of Your Son to bring them life and salvation. Hear us, for the sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.
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P Heavenly Father, we remember before You those who are suffering ills of body or mind
even as we celebrate Christ’s birth. According to Your will, bless them with healing and
joy even in the midst of woe. We bring before You especially [names]. Hear us, for the
sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son that first Christmas to be the Savior of all nations
and of all time. Here, in this time and place, grant that we receive the benefits of His
coming through His body and blood given and shed for us as we faithfully receive Him as
He comes to us in His Supper. Hear us, for the sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.

P We pray these things through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,
C Son of Man and Son of God. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the acolytes and ushers. They
pass the light on to the congregation. The lights are dimmed.

P As the light of these candles illumine our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a Child in
the manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross and soon to come from
His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on earth and the eternal light who
enlightens heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the light of the
world has come, the light who transforms us with the brightness of His glory.
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HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” (LSB 363)
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Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792—-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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HYMN “Joy to The World” (LSB 387)
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 16851759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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