Light of The World
Advent/Christmas Hymn Sing With Meditation and Prayer

331 The Advent of Our King sts. 1-3,6
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last-ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
A6 Al glo-ry to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor let your faith-less heart de-spise The peace He comes to bring.
With Fa-ther, Spir-it, ev - er one Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit

Psalm 24:1, 3-5, antiphon: Psalm 2:6-7

The LORD said to me,
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD said to me,
“You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Light of The World

Introductory Reading Genesis 3:1-13

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, *but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. *For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” ®So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. *But the LORD God called to the man
and said to him, “Where are you?” '°And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” "He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?”” '*The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.” "*Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”



Meditation
Prayer

All: Dear Heavenly Father, as we enter into this Advent season, our hearts are filled with anticipation. We long
for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, who brings light into our world. Call us and keep us in the light of
Your Son that we may always be filled with hope, peace, joy and love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

569 In Adam We Have All Been One sts. 1-3
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1 In Ad - am we have all been one, One huge re - bel-lious man;
2 We fled Thee, and in los - ing Thee We lost our broth-er too;
3 But Thy strong love, it sought us still And sent Thine on - ly Son
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We all have fled that eve - ning voice That sought us as  we ran.
Each sin - gly sought and claimed his own; Each man his broth-er slew.
That we might hear His Shep-herd’s voice And, hear-ing Him, be one.

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain

The First Advent Candle is Lit

Light of Hope Matthew 12:18-21

18«Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,

my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
He will not quarrel or cry aloud,

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
203 bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;

2land in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Meditation

Prayer
All: We place our trust in you, O God, knowing that you are faithful to your word. In this season of
Advent, may we be beacons of hope to others, sharing the good news of Your love and salvation. Guide
us in our journey toward Christmas that may we draw closer to you each day. In Jesus’ name. Amen.



333 Once He Came in Blessing sts. 1-2, 4
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
4 Come, then, (0] Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
0 | , , ‘
e e e —] | } —
®°> o 0 - S s = s s
o ! e
dress - ing; Came in like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
lease us. Keep our hearts be - liev - ing,
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You.
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534
Text (st. 2): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain
The Second Advent Candle Is Lit
Light of Peace Isaiah 9:6-7

®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;

and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Meditation

Prayer
All: Dear Lord Jesus, You are Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father! Bless us with your peace
that transcends all understanding. Peace, though we walk through a difficult time of isolation and loss this year,



will guide our hearts home to Your caring and compassionate embrace. We long for Your coming, Jesus! Fill

our hearts with You ... with peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

359 Lo, I-,I’ow a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it, The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der With sweet-ness fills the
4 0 Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of  Jes-se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
WOE; (0] Sav - ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior,  When half - spent was the night.
death He saves us And light - ens ev - ’ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C.

Mattes, 1876-1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, KéIn
Text and tune: Public domain

The Third Advent Candle Is LIt

Light of Joy

You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2“Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Meditation

Isaiah 12:1-3



All: Lord Jesus, in a world often filled with sadness and turmoil, we find our true source of joy in you. May the
joy of your presence fill our hearts and radiate from our lives, bringing hope and happiness to those we
encounter. In Jesus” Name. Amen.

353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring sts. 1, 34
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1 Je - sus came, the heav’'ns a - dor - ing, Came with peace from
3 Je - sus comes to hearts re - joic - ing, Bring - ing news  of

4 Je - sus comes in joy and sor - row, Shares a - like our
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realms on  high; Je - sus came to win re - demp - tion,

sins for - giv’n; Je - sus comes with words of glad - ness,

hopes and fears; Je - sus comes, what - e’er be - falls us,
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Low - ly came on earth to die; Al - le - lu - ia!

Lead - ing souls re-deemed to heav’'n. Al - le - lu - ia!
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Came in deep hu - mil - i - ty
Al - le - lu - ia! Hope to all  the world is giv'n.
Al - le - lu - ial! Com - forts wus in fail - ing years.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain

The Fourth Advent Candle Is Lit

Light of Love John 3:13-18

3No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, !*that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16«For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. ""For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. ®Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

Meditation

Prayer

All: Heavenly Father, help us to reflect your love in all that we do and to share it with those in need. Let your
love shine brightly in our hearts, illuminating the path of faith and guiding us in your ways. In the midst of the
busyness of the season, help us to remember that your love is the greatest gift of all. We thank you for your
love, which knows no bounds, and we eagerly anticipate the celebration of Christ's birth, the ultimate

expression of your love for us. In His name, we pray. Amen.



384 Of tt})e Father’s Love Begotten
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, When the vir - gin,
3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
4 0 ye heights of heav’n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
A 5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,

one ac - cord,
prais - es sing.

Whom the voic - es of
Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow

the  proph - ets
be - fore Him

Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And wun - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo -ry, and do-
2 s | |
%ﬁ&j = ————
have been, And that fu - ture years  shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

v - er - more and ev - er - more. men.
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77

Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

The Christ Candle Is Lit

Light of the World: Christ
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. >’And an angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. °And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. !'For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. >And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” > And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude

of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
4“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Meditation

Prayer

Luke 2:8-14

All: Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin. Grant us grace
to put away all sins and earthly desires, that we may be ready for the visitation of Your Son at Christmas. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.



364 Awa% in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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The  stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.
Text (sts. 1-2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt.
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841-1905
Text and tune: Public domain
Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
Concluding Collect
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
921 On What Has Now Been Sown
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a- men, Lord Je - sus, come!

LSB 166



Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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