
Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn "This Is My Father's World"  

 
 

1 This is my Father's world, 

And to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings 

The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father's world: 

I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas-- 

His hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is my Father's world: 

The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, 

Declare their Maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world: 

He shines in all that's fair; 

In the Word, with prayer, I hear Him there, 

He speaks to me everywhere. 

 

3 This is my Father's world: 

O let me ne'er forget 

That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world: 

Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring! 

God reigns; let earth be glad! 

Sing Joyfully, 1989 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 49:7–8, 13–14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1–2 

Hear this, all peoples! 

 Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, 

 rich and poor together! 

Truly no man can ransom another, 

 or give to God the price of his life, 

for the ransom of their life is costly 

 and can never suffice. 

This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; 

 yet after them people approve of their boasts. 

Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 

 death shall be their shepherd. 

But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

 for he will receive me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Hear this, all peoples! 

 Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, 

 rich and poor together! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 



 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, that we may never 

despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 

the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the 

expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 

And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 

that it was good. 

 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 

seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them 

be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 

upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 

light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 

expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the 

waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 



22And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things 

and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to 

their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Revelation 21:1–5 
 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 

no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for 

the former things have passed away.” 

 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And 

while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 

of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

VBS Presentation: The Great Jungle Journey 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Concluding Collect 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

 

 

 
 

5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

    Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

    Will join the glorious band. 

 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

    For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

    With all Thy saints above. 
Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt. 
Tune: American 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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