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MIDWEEK OF LENT 3 

THE HAND OF THE LORD WHO HEALS THE SICK 

AS WE GATHER 

Quarantine is a term for isolating people suspected of carrying some infectious or contagious 

disease. In Latin, the term literally refers to “forty days.” The forty-day season of Lent serves as a 

sort of quarantine for sinners, a time when the medicine of repentance and faith in God’s Word 

brings healing and deliverance from sin, sickness, and death—whatever causes a person to be 

rejected, abandoned, or shunned by others, or even by God. The hand of the Lord is the reaching, 

touching, healing hand of the Son of God, Christ, the mighty Savior, that touches you, bringing 

healing and reconciliation with God and His people. 

HYMN  

 

Stand 
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 102:1, 25; Isaiah 53:1, 4a, 12b; Matthew 8:8 

P Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

C let my cry come to You! 

P Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, 

C and the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

  

P Who has believed what they heard from us? 

C And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

P Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 

C Yet He bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

  

P Lord, I am not worthy to have You come under my roof, 

C but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 

 

     P Beloved in the Lord! Let us then draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

   P    O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

      C Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 
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O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 5:1–14 

P 1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master 

and in high favor, because by him the LORD had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty 

man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a 

little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. 3She 

said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He 

would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke 

the girl from the land of Israel.” 5And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a 

letter to the king of Israel.” 

 

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten 

changes of clothes. 6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this 

letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure 

him of his leprosy.” 7And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and 

said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man 

of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 

 
8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent 

to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come now to me, that he 

may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots 

and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go 

and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be 

clean.” 11But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would 

surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave 

his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 

Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So 

he turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and said to him, “My 

father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually 

said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down and dipped himself seven times in 

the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the 

flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 3:1–10 
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P 1Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 
2And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 

temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing 

Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4And Peter directed 

his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them, 

expecting to receive something from them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but 

what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 
7And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and 

ankles were made strong. 8And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the 

temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9And all the people saw him 

walking and praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate 

of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 

had happened to him. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 8:1–17 

P 1When He came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him. 2And behold, a 

leper came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, if You will, You can make me 

clean.” 3And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched Him, saying, “I will; be clean.” 

And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, “See that you say 

nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 

commanded, for a proof to them.” 

 
5When He entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to Him, appealing to Him, 
6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7And He said to him, “I 

will come and heal him.” 8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have You 

come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I too am a 

man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to 

another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10When 

Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who followed Him, “Truly, I tell you, with 

no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11I tell you, many will come from east and west 

and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while the 

sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for 

you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment. 

 
14And when Jesus entered Peter’s house, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 
15He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve Him. 16That 

evening they brought to Him many who were oppressed by demons, and He cast out the 

spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. 17This was to fulfill what was spoken by 

the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.” 
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P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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HYMN “The Word That Spoke in Darkness” (See insert Tune: LSB 517) 

The Word That Spoke in Darkness   Tune: LSB #517 

 

The Word that spoke in darkness 

   And promised coming light 

Kept guiding through the ages 

   Until the time was right 

To take on flesh and follow 

   The Father’s good command 

And dwell among His people, 

   The kingdom now at hand. 

 

The Savior came to conquer 

   And meet His mission’s aim: 

Upending Satan’s terror, 

   Creation to reclaim 

By walking on the waters 

   So we by faith may stand 

With trust in Him whose rescue 

   Is offered by His hand. 

 

The Christ proclaimed His vict’ry 

   With ev’ry act of grace: 

The outcast shown compassion 

   And God’s own holy face 

As Jesus looked with favor 

   On all from ev’ry land 

Who needed life and healing 

   From His almighty hand. 

 

The Prince of Peace continued 

   With each new task complete 

At cross and tomb and glory 

   Upon His royal seat, 

Deliverance accomplished 

   Exactly as He planned; 

Our King will raise in welcome 

   His pierced and risen hand. 

SERMON 

OFFERING 

WELCOME AND SUPPORT OF MINISTRY 
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PRAYER  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, as the familiar hymn bids us, in this time of Lent we “come to Calvary’s holy 

mountain, sinners, ruined by the fall” (stanza 1). We “come in poverty and meanness, 

come defiled, without, within.” We pray, “from infection and uncleanness, from the 

leprosy of sin,” wash our robes and make them white (stanza 2). Help us walk with You in 

light; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD”S PRAYER 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

BLESSING 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (LSB 435) 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854,  

alt. Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman,  

1812–87 Text and tune: Public domain 
 


