MIDWEEK OF LENT 2

THE HAND OF THE LORD WHO CASTS OUT DEMONS
AS WE GATHER

In repentance we are compelled to take sin seriously. All people have inherited sin; it is the
cause of our fallen condition. Human nature was created perfect, sinless, and at one with our
Creator. “I’'m only human” does not explain or excuse sin. When we seek where this deadly
infection originated, we are directed by God’s Word to the reality of the fallen angel Satan and his
minions. Satan is real. Temptation is real. Demonic activity is rampant and powerful. True
repentance and faith require us first to admit that we are powerless on our own to defeat the devil.
His grasp is too much for us. Faith then looks to our Lord, who took sin and Satan seriously for
us. By the bloody battle He waged on the cross, He has defeated the old evil foe for us. With His
victory at hand, given to us by the hand of His ministers in Holy Baptism, Holy Absolution, and
Holy Communion, our hands are empowered now to wield the instrument of prayer. In that victory,
we have the sure deliverance and salvation of the Crucified One, now risen and ascended and
ruling for us from the right hand of the Father.

HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (LSB 849)

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In - car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing  light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who drove out de - mons
in  our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc-ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool

That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
] ——— a ! ——

storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - 'ty land.
praise the true Re - deem -er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain
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Stand

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 102:1, 25
P Hear my prayer, O LORD,;

C let my cry come to Youl!
P Ofold You laid the foundation of the earth,
C and the heavens are the work of Your hands.

Psalm 91:1-2, 11
P He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
C will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
P 1 will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,
C my God, in whom I trust.”
P For He will command His angels concerning you
C toguard you in all your ways.

Psalm 143:1-2

P Hear my prayer, O LORD;
C give ear to my pleas for mercy!
P Enter not into judgment with Your servant,
C for no one living is righteous before You.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us then draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C |, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1-24
P INow the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LorD God had
made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, 3but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” *But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. °For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ®So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who
was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

8And they heard the sound of the LorRD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LOrRD God among the
trees of the garden. °But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” °And he said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked, and I hid myself.” 1'He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” *The man said, “The woman
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” **Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.”

14The LorD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;

on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
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151 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
He shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise His heel.”

16To the woman He said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

7And to Adam He said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
Bthorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
9By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

29The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 2*And the
LorD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us in knowing good
and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live
forever—> Ztherefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. 2*He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of
Eden He placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way
to the tree of life.

This is the Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God.

-

EPISTLE READING 1 Peter 5:6-11

P SHumble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time
He may exalt you, “casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. 8Be
sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
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seeking someone to devour. °Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds
of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. °And after
you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal
glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 'To Him be
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING Luke 9:37-43; 11:14-23

P

)
C

370n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met Him.
38And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg You to look at my son, for
he is my only child. ¥®And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It
convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and shatters him, and will hardly leave him.
“And I begged Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” *‘Jesus answered, “O
faithless and twisted generation, how long am | to be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here.” “*While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and
convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him
back to his father. “*And all were astonished at the majesty of God. . . .

1:14Now He was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the
mute man spoke, and the people marveled. *But some of them said, “He casts out demons
by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a
sign from heaven. ’But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom
divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 3And if Satan also is
divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons
by Beelzebul. **And if | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them
out? Therefore they will be your judges. 2°But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 2*When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one stronger than he attacks him and
overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil.
23\Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN “The Word That Spoke in Darkness” (See insert Tune: LSB #517)
The Word That Spoke in Darkness Tune: LSB #517

The Word that spoke in darkness
And promised coming light
Kept guiding through the ages
Until the time was right
To take on flesh and follow
The Father’s good command
And dwell among His people,
The kingdom now at hand.
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The Savior came to conquer
And meet His mission’s aim:
Upending Satan’s terror,
Creation to reclaim
By walking on the waters
So we by faith may stand
With trust in Him whose rescue
Is offered by His hand.

The Christ proclaimed His vict’ry
With ev’ry act of grace:

The outcast shown compassion
And God’s own holy face

As Jesus looked with favor
On all from ev’ry land

Who needed life and healing
From His almighty hand.

The Prince of Peace continued
With each new task complete

At cross and tomb and glory
Upon His royal seat,

Deliverance accomplished
Exactly as He planned;

Our King will raise in welcome
His pierced and risen hand.

SERMON

OFFERING

WELCOME AND SUPPORT OF MINISTRY
Stand

PRAYER

P Letus pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank You that Jesus has acted by the finger of God to overthrow
Satan and his tyranny. In times of temptation, grant us the strength to resist the devil and
entrust ourselves in Your protection, which was won for us at the cross of Calvary;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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P Almighty God, You justify the ungodly and desire not the death of the sinner. We humbly
ask You to assist us by Your heavenly aid and to shield us always from the evil foe. Grant
that we may not be separated from You by any temptation but, trusting in Your mercy,
may serve You without ceasing; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
OUR LORD’S WORDS FOR HOLY COMMUNION

PAX DOMINI LSB 197

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

POST COMMUNION COLLECT

P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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HYMN “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” (LSB 666)

666 O Ligtle Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O lit - tle flock, fear not the foe ‘Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; vyour cause be - longs To  Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, Not earth nor
4 A -men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
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And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might -y
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God— Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: German, 1534, Nurnberg
Text and tune: Public domain
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