ASH WEDNESDAY

THE HAND OF THE LORD WHO FREELY GIVES
AS WE GATHER

The Christmas trees we decorated with careful hands just a few months ago have come and
gone. The account of our salvation in Jesus Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem, has progressed from
the manger through the Epiphany light of our Lord’s proclamation of “liberty to the captives and
recovering of sight to the blind” (Luke 4:18; see Isaiah 61:1). The palm fronds we held and waved
with our hands with cheers and hosannas a year ago have since withered and turned to the ashes
we bless this night in hope. Lent returns, reminding us that the Christian life is one of repeated,
daily repentance and faith because, though our deliverance is made sure, we walk by faith in the
“not yet” of complete holiness and final release from sin. Repentance means we come today with
empty hands, that is, the confession of our total need of God’s mercy, grace, and deliverance. We
come to the God who has revealed Himself in love in the forgiveness of our sin by means of His
own bloody, substitutionary sacrifice in our own human flesh for us and for our salvation. With
the pastor’s hands the ashes of our failings and sin are placed over the sign we received at our
Baptism, and we are welcomed to repentance and faith freely given by the hand of the Lord.

Due to the solemn character of the day, preservice music and a hymn of invocation are omitted.

+ PREPARATION +

ASH WEDNESDAY ADDRESS

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the church begins a holy
season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the
holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His
Word and draws from it life and hope.

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the
power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to
Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 90

P Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting You are God.

C You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” For a thousand years
in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.
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P You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in
the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and
withers.

C For we are brought to an end by Your anger; by Your wrath we are dismayed. You
have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your presence.

P For all our days pass away under Your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. The
years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil
and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. Who considers the power of Your
anger, and Your wrath according to the fear of You?

C So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.

P Return, O LorD! How long? Have pity on Your servants!

C Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad
all our days.

P Make us glad for as many days as You have afflicted us, and for as many years as we have
seen evil.

C Let Your work be shown to Your servants, and Your glorious power to their
children.

P Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon
us; yes, establish the work of our hands!

Silence for reflection

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness
and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we
acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that
we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

As the ashes are imposed on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, the pastor says,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee
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Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Joel 2:13

P Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

P Letus rend our hearts, confessing our sins to God, our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by our own hands, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. He has opened His hands in the free blessings of the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

+ WORD +
SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P

C

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, we are reminded of our dependence upon You as the giver of life
and salvation through Christ’s cross and resurrection. Keep us ever mindful that You have
filled our empty hands with Your blessing. Guard us from seeking the earthly reward of
human praise only to the neglect of the reward that You give us by Your grace; through
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12-19

P

The Old Testament Reading is from Joel, the second chapter.
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12yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to Me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD, your God,
for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and He relents over disaster.
14wWho knows whether He will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind Him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LoRD your God?
15Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
Bgather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.
17Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare Your people, O LORD,
and make not Your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?””

8Then the LorD became jealous for His land
and had pity on His people.
¥The LorD answered and said to His people,
“Behold, I am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied;
and I will no more make you
a reproach among the nations.”

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
P The Epistle is from Second Corinthians, the fifth and sixth chapters.

20b\We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?*For our sake He made
Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of
God.

®1Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God
in vain. 2For He says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,

and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. *We put no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, *but as servants
of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, °beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; ‘by truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;
8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; ®as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as
punished, and yet not killed; %s sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to
be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to
you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your giving may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

%“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, |
say to you, they have received their reward. °But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you. . . .

18«And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their
reward. 1’But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, *that your fasting
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may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

1%“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 2but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. !For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
SERIES HYMN:

The Word That Spoke in Darkness Tune: LSB #517

The Word that spoke in darkness
And promised coming light
Kept guiding through the ages
Until the time was right
To take on flesh and follow
The Father’s good command
And dwell among His people,
The kingdom now at hand.

The Savior came to conquer
And meet His mission’s aim:
Upending Satan’s terror,
Creation to reclaim
By walking on the waters
So we by faith may stand
With trust in Him whose rescue
Is offered by His hand.

The Christ proclaimed His vict’ry
With ev’ry act of grace:

The outcast shown compassion
And God’s own holy face

As Jesus looked with favor
On all from ev’ry land

Who needed life and healing
From His almighty hand.
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The Prince of Peace continued
With each new task complete

At cross and tomb and glory
Upon His royal seat,

Deliverance accomplished
Exactly as He planned;

Our King will raise in welcome
His pierced and risen hand.

SERMON

OFFERING

WELCOME AND SUPPORT OF MINISTRY
Stand

NICENE CREED

C | believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who enter this holy season
of Lent in true repentance and faith—that God guard and defend us from the temptations
of the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh; cleanse our hearts; and renew a right
spirit within us—Ilet us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For all who do not know the gracious invitation of God through His Son to return to
Him—that many may hear and be drawn to the Lord’s merciful and saving hands—Iet us
pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For those who have wandered from the faith—that the Holy Spirit restore them to the only
hope of salvation—Ilet us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the government and those placed in positions of authority—that they perform their
duties with honor for the good of all people—Ilet us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For all who suffer from sickness, injury, or any need—that the Lord’s healing hand rest
upon them, giving them strength to bear their infirmities with patience—Ilet us pray to the
Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

+ SACRAMENT +

PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
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C Welift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, into
whose hands You gave the awesome task of perfectly fulfilling Your holy Law, and yet
offering Himself as the one and only sacrifice sufficient to redeem mankind. Into Your
hands He commended His life so that from His hands we might receive eternal life.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “‘Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive’” (LSB 843)
843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
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bonds of love, Our lives will spread Your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-87, alt.

Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P Into Your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.

Into Your hands | commend my spirit.

You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.

Into Your hands | commend my spirit.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Into Your hands | commend my spirit.

O T O WO

P The Lord be with you.
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C And also with you.

P Letus pray.
The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them their food in due season. You
open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We give thanks to You, O
God, that by Your hand this day You have satisfied our deepest desire, the renewal of our
hearts and spirits by the forgiveness of our sins and the promise of everlasting life. Help
us to have generous and thankful hearts and hands to share Your mercy and grace as we
forgive our neighbors as we ourselves have been forgiven by You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain
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