Confession and Absolution

904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
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1 Bless -ed Je - sus, at Your Word We are gath - ered
2 Al our knowl - edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep - est

3 Gra-cious Sav - ior, good and kind, Light of Light, from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it, Lord, Praise to You and
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all to hear You. Let our hearts and souls be  stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed Till Your Spir - it breaks our night
God pro - ceed - ing, O - pen now our heart and mind;

ad - o - ra - tion! Grant that we may trust Your Word,
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Now to seek and love and fear You, By Your teach-ings,
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With the beams of truth un-cloud - ed. You a - lone to
Help us by  Your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry Your
Con - fi-dent of our sal - va - tion, While we here be-
) u ] . .
A — —— N | ' - i —
& e oo o o & = ¢ o 7
Q) I ' I
sweet and ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love You sole - ly.
God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
Church now rais - es; Hear  and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan - der, Till we sing Your prais - es yon - der

Text (sts. 1-3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; (sts. 1-3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Biichlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625-73, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.

P I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit

The LorD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid?

2When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,
my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

5For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;

he will lift me high upon a rock.

5And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;

I will sing and make melody to the LORD.

13] believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD

in the land of the living!
4Wait for the LORD;

be strong, and let your heart take courage;

wait for the LORD!

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Kyrie
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
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Psalm 27:1-2, 5-6, 13-14
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Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high:
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will

good

peace,

and on earth

we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,

We praise Thee,

men.
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glory.

Thy great

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
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Al - mighty.

God the Fa-ther
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King,

O Lord God, heav’n-ly
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the only - begotten Son,

O Lord,
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Father,
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Lamb of God,

O Lord God,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it
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P Letus pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to
heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.



Sit

Old Testament Reading

Epistle

Stand

A
C

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
%Y ou have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
4For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2-7

Ephesians 5:6-13

®Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of

disobedience. "Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), *%and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. 1*Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *?For it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible,

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia

Holy Gospel
P
C

NS

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
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John 1:1-14

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was in the beginning with

God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. “In him was life, and

the life was the light of men. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. *®He was in the world, and the world was

made through him, yet the world did not know him. **He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, **who were

born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the

Father, full of grace and truth.

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

C

Sit

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message



602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
2 The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
3 The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
4 The gifts are there each day The ho -1ly Word is read;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us His and His a - lone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’s For us to trust and  know.
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim
Here He for-gives our sins With wa - ter and His Word;
For - give-ness that we need Is grant-ed to us there;
Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer-cy sends Us forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.

5  The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6  Allglory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Avre gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947

Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842-1912, alt.

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering



Offertory LSB 192
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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way fromThy pres-ence, and take not Thy Ho-ly Spir-it
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal-va -
- =a =a
o | [ [ [ I I
P, . B e o e
b’ 4 IIJ N [ I f I } | [T NI I i |
g b1 2 = | I | I | | T y 2| | i |
=i ' i St
PY] [ D N— o @ T-
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
) o % - .
- | - o T '_V_B ro—! =1
Je 1D 4 [ | [ | I y 2| | ) i |
Z b | PN [ I I PN | i |
L 2 = I 1 FF 1 { I 11 | i |
F/
Welcome and Support of Ministry
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
Concluding Collect
Benediction LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
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922 Go, My Children, with My Blessing sts. 1-4
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless -ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Wak - ing, sleep-ing, I am with you; You are My own. In My
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
I the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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love’s bap - tis - mal riv - er I have made you Mine for - ev - er.
heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His glo - ry.
Spir - it’s pow - er filled you; Here His ten - der com - fort stilled you.
Lord will be your Fa - ther, Sav - ior, Com - fort - er, and Broth-er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
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Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful and free.
Go, My chil-dren; 1 will keep you And give  you peace.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684
Tune: Public domain
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