
Confession and Absolution 
 

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 



Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 91:2, 9–10; antiphon: v. 1 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

 will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

 my God, in whom I trust.” 

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 

 the Most High, who is my refuge— 

no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

 no plague come near your tent. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

 will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the 

wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Ecclesiastes 7:8–18 

8Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, 

 and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 
9Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, 

 for anger lodges in the bosom of fools. 
10Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?” 

 For it is not from wisdom that you ask this. 
11Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 



 an advantage to those who see the sun. 
12For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money, 

 and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it. 
13Consider the work of God: 

 who can make straight what he has made crooked? 

 14In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as well as the other, 

so that man may not find out anything that will be after him. 

 15In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a 

wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing. 16Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why 

should you destroy yourself? 17Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your time? 18It is 

good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand, for the one who fears God shall come out 

from both of them. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Colossians 3:12–14 
 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:38–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

  

 
  

 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do not resist the 

one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if anyone would sue you 

and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
42Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684 

 

Sermon 
 



Offering 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Support of Ministry 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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