
 

Midweek Lent Worship Service 
Wednesday, March 8 

 
 
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 

 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



 

Confession and Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

  
P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C   I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 31:1-8; antiphon: v. 19a 

19Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 

 which you have stored up for those who fear you! 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

 let me never be put to shame; 

 in your righteousness deliver me! 
2Incline your ear to me; 

 rescue me speedily! 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

 a strong fortress to save me! 

3For you are my rock and my fortress; 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me; 
4you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 

 for you are my refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

6I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 

 but I trust in the LORD. 
7I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, 

 because you have seen my affliction; 

 you have known the distress of my soul, 
8and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 

 you have set my feet in a broad place. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
19Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 

 which you have stored up for those who fear you!! 

 

 



 

Reading Isaiah 53:1–6, 10 

1Who has believed what they heard from us? 

 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

 and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

 and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 

 a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 

 and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

 and with his stripes we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 

10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

 he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for sin, 

 he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading 1 John 1:5—2:2 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk 

in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him 

a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the sins of the whole world. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading John 18:19–24 
 19The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20Jesus answered him, “I have spoken 

openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said 

nothing in secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 
22When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you 

answer the high priest?” 23Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I 

said is right, why do you strike me?” 24Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



 

421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Sermon "A God Beaten" 
 

 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 
 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel 

and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here]. . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

 P  Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us 

from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Luther’s Morning/Evening Prayer 

(Morning) I thank You, my  heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.   

 

(Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 
Blessing 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

436 Go to Dark Gethsemane sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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