
772 In Holy Conversation 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Swedish 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005684 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 

 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C Who made heaven and earth. 

 

P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 



  
P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C   I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 17 

7Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom | shall I fear?* 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I | be afraid? 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek | after:* 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his | temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of | trouble;* 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

10For my father and my mother have for- | saken me,* 

 but the LORD will | take me in. 

14Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

 wait | for the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
7Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

 

 

Reading Joel 2:12–19 
L A reading from Numbers, the eighteenth chapter. 

 

 1So the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father’s house with you shall bear iniquity connected with 

the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear iniquity connected with your priesthood. 2And with you bring 

your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may join you and minister to you while you and 

your sons with you are before the tent of the testimony. 3They shall keep guard over you and over the whole tent, but 

shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar lest they, and you, die. 4They shall join you and keep 

guard over the tent of meeting for all the service of the tent, and no outsider shall come near you. 5And you shall keep 

guard over the sanctuary and over the altar, that there may never again be wrath on the people of Israel. 6And behold, I 

have taken your brothers the Levites from among the people of Israel. They are a gift to you, given to the LORD, to do 

the service of the tent of meeting. 7And you and your sons with you shall guard your priesthood for all that concerns the 



altar and that is within the veil; and you shall serve. I give your priesthood as a gift, and any outsider who comes near 

shall be put to death.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading Hebrews 7:20–28 
 20And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath, 21but this 

one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: 

“The Lord has sworn 

 and will not change his mind, 

‘You are a priest forever.’” 

22This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 

 23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24but he 

holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost 

those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

 26For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, 

and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins 

and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28For the law appoints men 

in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been 

made perfect forever. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Reading John 17 
 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 

your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 

whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8For I 

have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your 

name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in 

your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but 

that you keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I 

consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 20“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be 

one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23I in them 

and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even 

as you loved me. 24Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 

glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25O righteous Father, even 

though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26I made known to them your 

name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 

them.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon "A God Who Prays" 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel 

and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here]. . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 



Collect of the Day 
 P   Almighty God, we are unable to pray as we ought, but You have had mercy on us by giving Your    Son into 

death as the all-availing sacrifice for our sins and raising Him from the dead as our eternal High Priest, who always 

lives to make intercession for us. Grant us, we pray, all boldness and confidence to draw near to You and make our 

petitions known as You bid us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 C   Amen. 

 
 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Luther’s Morning/Evening Prayer 
(Morning) I thank You, my  heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.   

 

(Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 



Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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