
God’s Love Is Shown 

A Series of Services for Lent and Holy Week 

 

Week 5: Holy Love 

Order of Service 

Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for. Isaiah 6:7 

Opening Hymn … Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing     LSB #686 

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;  

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s redeeming love. 

 

Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help I’ve come;  

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God; 

 He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee: 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

 

Invocation and Litany 

P In the name of the Father, 

C Whose creating love is holy; 



P and of the Son, 

C Whose redeeming love is holy; 

P and of the Holy Spirit, 

C Whose love makes and keeps us holy. Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Confession and Absolution 

P As we continue this Lenten journey of love, we reflect on our imperfections. God demands 

holiness. We are unholy. There is only perfection in heaven. We are imperfect. Therefore, on 

account of the holy love of Jesus, we come to the Father begging for mercy so that we may 

come into his presence with thanksgiving and enter his courts with praise.  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination) 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

C Heavenly Father, we keep falling short. We don’t measure up. We are imperfect, unholy 

sinners. We deserve nothing but punishment. Yet, in your holy love, you sent Jesus to 

this sin-filled earth to take our place and to be holy for us. In your holy righteousness, 

forgive our sins and make us holy by your Spirit. Amen.  

P Your holy God has made you holy! Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 

snow! He has taken away your sin! He has purified you and made you holy. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen! Amen! Amen! 

 

Hymn of Praise … Holy, Holy, Holy     LSB#507 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.  

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,  

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  

Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 



Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,  

Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,  

Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee  

Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.  

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!  

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Prayer of the Day 

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 6:1-7 

Epistle Reading … James 1:2-17 

Gospel Reading … John 17:1-19 

             Sermon Hymn … I Love Your Kindgom, Lord     LSB #651   

I love thy kingdom, Lord, the house of thine abode,  

The church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious blood. 

 

I love thy church, O God: her walls before thee stand, 

 Dear as the apple of thine eye and graven on thy hand. 

 

For her my tears shall fall, for her my prayers ascend;  

To her my cares and toils be giv’n, ’til toils and cares shall end. 

 

Beyond my highest joy I prize her heav’nly ways,  

Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise. 

 

Jesus, thou Friend divine, our Savior and our King,  

Thy hand from ev’ry snare and foe shall great deliv’rance bring. 

 

Sure as thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be giv’n  

The brightest glories earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heav’n. 

 

Sermon 

Hymn of Response … O God, My Faithful God      LSB #696 

O God, my faithful God, true fountain ever flowing,  

Without whom nothing is, all perfect gifts bestowing:  

Give me a healthy frame, and may I have within  

A conscience free from blame, a soul unstained by sin. 

 



Grant me the strength to do with ready heart and willing  

Whatever you command, my calling here fulfilling;  

That I do what I should while trusting you to bless  

The outcome for my good, for you must give success. 

 

Keep me from saying words that later need recalling; 

 Guard me lest idle speech may from my lips be falling;  

But when within my place I must and ought to speak,  

Then to my words give grace lest I offend the weak. 

 

Lord, let me win my foes with kindly words and actions,  

And let me find good friends for counsel and correction. 

 Help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small  

And by your Spirit’s might to live in peace with all. 

 

Prayers 

P Holy, loving Lord, your mercies are new every morning and your love never fails throughout 

the day. It is a perfect love. Help us to cling to that love so that we may not rely on our own 

imperfect and unholy way of life, but may rely on your perfection to make us holy. Lord, in 

your holy love,  

C hear our prayer.  

P Even though our love is imperfect, you give us opportunity and the privilege to share your 

love with others. Help us to share the Gospel of your saving grace with the many who need to 

be made perfect in your love so they may enter the joys of paradise with you. Lord, in your 

holy love, 

C hear our prayer. 

P As you have a holy love that goes above and beyond anything we can imagine, we rely on that 

love for healing in times of sickness and injury. Heal all of those on our minds and hearts to-

day, according to your will, that they may know your full power and majesty and proclaim 

your goodness to the ends of the earth. Lord, in your holy love, 

C hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 



 

Closing Hymn … O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace      LSB #693 

O Holy Spirit, grant us grace That we our Lord and Savior 

 In faith and fervent love embrace And truly serve him ever,  

The hour of death cannot bring loss When we are sheltered by the cross 

 That cancelled our transgressions. 

 

Help us that we thy saving Word In faithful hearts may treasure;  

Let e’er that Bread of Life afford New grace in richest measure.  

O make us die to ev’ry sin, Each day create new life within,  

That fruits of faith may flourish. 

 

And when our earthly race is run, Death’s bitter hour impending,  

Then may thy work in us begun Continue till life’s ending,  

Until we gladly may commend Our souls into our Savior’s hand,  

The crown of life obtaining. 
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