
Confession and Absolution 
 

730 What Is the World to Me 
1 What is the world to me 

    With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects 

    That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize 

    Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content 

    Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    Content with it I’ll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, 

    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, 

    My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 



P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 3 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

 the name of the LORD is to be praised! 

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

 praise the name of the LORD! 

Blessèd be the name of the LORD 

 from this time forth and forevermore! 

The LORD is high above all nations, 

 and his glory above the heavens! 

He raises the poor from the dust 

 and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes, 

 with the princes of his people. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

 the name of the LORD is to be praised! 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 



C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Almighty God, open our eyes to behold Your great love toward us in the humility of Your Son and to know Him 

in the least ones, that we may serve You by serving our neighbors, until You gather us together to rejoice as 

brothers and sisters in Your everlasting kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 16:4–13 
 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling 

and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate 

yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” 7But the LORD said 

to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD 

sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 

Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10And Jesse made seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your 

sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12And he sent and brought him in. Now he was 

ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13Then Samuel 

took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from 

that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:12–26 
 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 

so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 

not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am 

not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an 

eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18But as 

it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would 

the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the body that 

we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 
24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 

that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 

another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:31–34, 44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 31He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man 

took and sowed in his field. 32It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 



 33He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures 

of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

 34All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he 

goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
1 O Christ, our true and only light, 

Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear Your voice 

And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 

Enlighten those whose inmost minds 

Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 

3 O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 

Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 

In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 

4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 

Unite all those who walk apart; 

Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 

5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 

And endless praise to You be giv’n 

By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 



 

Sermon 
 

A Word of Welcome and Support for The Ministry 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Concluding Collect 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West 
1 A multitude comes from the east and the west 

    To sit at the feast of salvation 

With Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the blest, 

    Obeying the Lord’s invitation. 

        Have mercy upon us, O Jesus! 

 

2 O God, let us hear when our Shepherd shall call 

    In accents persuasive and tender, 

That while there is time we make haste, one and all, 

    And find Him, our mighty defender. 

        Have mercy upon us, O Jesus! 

 

3 All trials shall be like a dream that is past, 

    Forgotten all trouble and mourning. 

All questions and doubts have been answered at last, 

    When rises the light of that morning. 

        Have mercy upon us, O Jesus! 

 

4 The heavens shall ring with an anthem more grand 

    Than ever on earth was recorded. 

The blest of the Lord shall receive at His hand 

    The crown to the victors awarded. 

        Have mercy upon us, O Jesus! 
Text: Public domain 
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